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CIxAIM AMENDMENT 

1 to 3 (canceled) 

1 4 . (currently amended) Tho partition defined in claim 3 r 

2 who go in A partition for a column having means Cor separation of 

3 substan c o or for a chemical reaction, comprising at leagt two 

4 mutually parallel wall elements disposed substanti ally contiguously 

5 with one another, and a connector along an edge of one of said wall 
$ elements receiving an edge of the other wall ele ment enabling 

7 relative adjustment of said wall elements in planes thereof to 

S enable said partition to span between opposite sides of said 

3 column, eiaid connector include a including a pair of strips affixed 

10 to opposite faces of said one of said wall elements and projecting 

11 beyond ssdd edge of said one of said wall elements to form a oaid 

12 slat receiving the other wall element and overlapping opposite 

13 faces thereof at said edge of said other wall element. 

1 5 . (currently amended) i The partition defined in claim 1 

2 wherein ft. partition for a column having meaa g *=m- separa tion of 

3 substance or for a chemical reaction, comprising at le ast two 

4 mutually parallel wall elements disposed substan tially contiguously 

5 with one another, and a connector along an ed ge of one of said wall 

6 elements receiving an edge of the other wall elemen t enabling 

7 relative adjustment of said wall elements in planes there of to 

8 ^ahl sa id, -partition to span between opposite aide s of said 

9 column, said connector inoludao including a first strip mounted on 
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10 said one of said wall elements parallel to said edge of said one of 

11 said wall elements and a spacer between said strip and a face of 

12 said one of said wall elements whereby said strip defines a slot 

13 with saiil one of said wall elements along; the edge of said one of 

14 said wall elements^ said slot receiving said edge of said other 

15 wall eleuent, said strip overlapping said other of said wall 

16 elements . 

1 6* (currently amended) : Tho partition dofinod in claim 1 

2 whoroin A partition for a column having means for separation of 

3 substance or for a chemical reaction, comprising at least two 

4 mutually -parallel wall elements disposed substantially contiguously 

5 with one another, and a connector along an edge of one of said wall 

6 elements receiving an edge of the other wall element enabling 

7 relative adjustment of said wall elements in planes thereof to 
B enable said partition to span between opposite sides of said 

9 column, £>aid connector include □ including a step formed in said 

10 edge of £<aid one of said wall elements in which said edge of said 

11 other wall element is received/ and a strip juxtaposed with said 

12 other wall element, secured to said one of said wall elements and 

13 defining a said slot with said step^. in whiah said edge of said 

14 other wall elements -to being received in said slot * 
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1 7. (currently amended): Tho partition defined in claim 

2 It, — furthor oomprioing A partition for a column having means for 

3 separati on of HuhB hance or for a chemical reaction, comprising at 

4 least two mutually parallel wall elements disposed substantially 

5 contiguously with one another, and a connector along an edga of one 

6 of said wall elements receiving an edge of the other wall element 

7 enabling relative adjustment of said vail elements in planes 

8 thereof bo enable said partition to span between opposite sides of 

9 aaid eol'iran, and a strip of stepped cross section secured to said 

10 one of s;iid wall elements and forming said connector, said strip 

11 defining said slot receiving said edge of said other wall element, 

8 * (canceled) . 

1 9 * (currently amended) Tho partition defined in claim 1 

2 whoroin A partition for a column having means for separation of 

3 subatan ct i or for a chemical reaction, comprising at least two 

4 mutually parallel wall elements disposed substantially contiguously 

5 with one another, and a connector along an edge of one of said wall 
€ elements rece iving an edge of the other wall element enabling 

7 relative adjustment of said wall elements in planes thereof to 

8 enable said partition to span between opposite sides of said 

9 column, f;aid connector includoo including at least one strip 

10 connected by spot welds to said one of said wall elements along 

11 said edge of said one of said wall elements. 
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10 and 11 (canceled) 

1 12 „ (currently amended} Tho partition defined in claim 

2 1 where! a A partition for a column having means for separation of 

3 substa nc e or for a chemical reaction, comprising at least two 

4 mutually parallel wall elements disposed substantially contiguously 

5 with one another, and a connector along an edge of one of said wall 

6 elements . receiving an edge of the other wall element enabling; 

7 relative adjustment of said wall elements in planes thereof to 

8 enable said partition to span between opposite sides of said 

9 column, said connector include □ including at least one strip 

10 fastened along said edge of said one of said wall elements and 

11 secured thereto by threaded bolt connections. 

13. (canceled) 

14. (cancelled) 

1 15. (currently amended) Tho partition defined in claim 

2 14 — w h e r e- ; kn — s a id A partition for a column having means fpr 

3 separation of substance or for a chemical reaction, comprising at 

4 least two mutually parallel wall elements disposed substantially 

5 contiguously with one another, and a connector along an edge of one 

6 of said wall elements receiving an edge of the other wall element 

7 enabling relative adjustment of aald wall elements *w pl^Tiaw 

8 thereof to enable said partition to span between opposite sides of 

9 ****** r«r>-iirnmt f and sealing elements alone at least one edge of the 
10 partition contacting a wall of said column, said sealing elements 
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11 <«?e bein g composed of thin slitted sheet metal or a metal fabric. 

1 16 . (currently amended) Tho partition defined in olaijn 

2 11 whore in paid A partition for a column having me an a for 

3 separation of substance or for a chemical reaction, comprising at 

4 least two mutually parallel wall elements disposed substantially 

5 contiguously with one another, and a connector along «ti edge of one 

6 of said wall elements receiving an edge of the other wall element 

7 enabling relative adjustment ,_ of said wall elements in planes 

8 thereof bo enable said partition to span between opposite sides of 

9 said column, and, sealing elements along at least one edge of the 

10 partition contacting a wall of said column, said sealing; elements 

11 aa?« baint t resilient sealing lips. 

1 17. (currently amended) Tho partition dofinod in claim 

2 1 where i n ^ — A partition for a column having means for separation of 

3 aubsta nc a or for a chemical reaction, comprising at least two 

4 mutually parallel wall elements disposed substantially contiguously 

5 with one atiot>ipr f a^ d a connector along an edge of one of said wall 

6 elements receiving an edge of the other wall element enabling 

7 relative adjustment of said wall elements in planes thereof to 

8 enable said partition to span between opposite sides of said 

9 column f _ lateral faces of said wall elements aa?e being rectangular 
10 or triancrular . 
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1 18 . (currently amended) Tho partition defined in claim 

2 1 vherci — A partition for a column having means for separation of 

3 substanca or for a chemical reactionr comprising at least two 

4 mutually parallel wall elements disposed substantially contiguously 

5 with one another, and a connector along an edge of one of said wall 

6 elements receiving an edge of the other wall element enabling 

7 relative adjustment of said wall elements in planes thereof to 

8 enable said partition to span between opposite sides of said 

9 column, said connector inoludoo including at least one strip 

10 overlapping said other all element and affixed to said one of said 

11 wall elements and forming a sealing connection between said wall 

12 elements at said edges thereof. 

19- (canceled) 
20 ► (canceled) 
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